A.?The train of symptoms called cholera is the effect of the action of one and the same object, under whatever conditions it may be manifested; the object, the presence of which brings about these symptoms, has the value in a natural history system of a species.
B.?Endemic cholera is the cholera of a distinctly defined geographical area, within which it is perennially existent.
C.?Epidemic cholera is the cholera of all regions beyond the limits of the endemic area.
An epidemic cholera originates primarily within the endemic area, and the cholera of the epidemic area has separate aspects under two different conditions : the first is that of an invading cholera, shown while cholera is in course of distribution over definite portions of the epidemic area; the second is as a reproduced cholera, renewed over definite portions of the epidemic area in months or years subsequent to its original distribution.
D.?AVithin the epidemic area, a cholera which has made its invasion necessarily dies out within a certain definite period (probably three years) ; and if cases of cholera come forward after the termination of this period, they are generally isolated are not usually fatal, and may be regarded as indicative of the presence of a cholera whose vitality has become impaired, or of a cholera in an abortive state.
1. To systematise the entire series of phenomena, may at first sight seem an impossibility ; but the sequence in which I propose to bring the various aspects of cholera before you, may help us, starting from a sure foundation, to add one series of truths to another, of which the sum total may serve to form the basis of a system.
2. The facts and illustrations I must ask you to accept: as facts ; the hypotheses which I may adduce as deductions from the collected facts, I ask you to discuss with me, in order that my interpretation of their significance may be tested by your judgment and experience. 3. The general conclusion to which my study of the subject leads is this,?that there is nothing casual or fortuitous in the occurrence of cholera in any locality or at any season ; but that every epidemic, every outbreak, and indeed any case of cholera has a definite position in a grand system. 4 It is in all probability through a humid medium also that the human economy is reached by cholera. Locally considered, cholera, as well as malaria, has a clear relation to elevations, and great benefit has been derived from the occupation of lofty buildings in this country. Cholera may sweep over an elevated plateau, or it may be carried to any height by its vehicle, but in any special situation, the lowest stratum of the atmosphere must be regarded as peculiarly the medium for the conveyance of cholera to the human system. On this account also exposure after night-fall during the progress of cholera is to be avoided ; and hence arises the great danger at such a season of early morning marches, and of exposure on night guards. 8. It is unnecessary at this period of our inquiry to show how far the conclusions aimed at in these propositions, when placed in a certain order, go to make up the systematic whole. If you agree with me in my interpretation of the facts which I may bring before you, I hope to prove that each of these conclusions has a position of its own, in which we must place it to render it available in its full significance.
An inquiry into the history of the cholera of the past, or of that cholera which invades Europe and Asia beyond Hindostan, may also be profitably deferred until we shall have studied the great principles which are capable of being arrived at, in regarding the aspects of the cholera of our own Presidency. As the result of my study, I may, however, state my belief that the history of cholera in all time past may be re-written so, that the recorded facts of any epidemic, in as far as they are facts, may be each adapted to its place in a system in exact correspondence with the parallel facts of the past twelve years ;
and it follows that if the laws of cholera have been permanent in the past, the cholera of the future may be appreciated and anticipated by the application of fixed principles which may be deduced from the history of the cholera of former years and of the period to which the above propositions more directly relate, and to such a test there can be no objection, if the system have a basis of scientific truth.
Again, it is not for a moment to be supposed that the cholera of Hindostan is under one series of laws, and cholera when beyond Hindostan under a different series; and yet the manner in which the whole question has been complicated, has induced those best acquainted with cholera in this country to ask themselves how it is that they have failed to see cholera in the same aspects as observers at home. I believe the aspects of cholera to be the same wherever it is met with. I believe the phenomena of limitation in space and in time, and of reproduction, to be capable of being referred to the very same laws, whether cholera be in its home or abroad. 
